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Community 
Volunteers 

We are an all-volunteer 
organization. 
Everything Friends 
accomplishes is  
done by volunteers. 
 
Organization 

Partnerships 
Greater Hilltop Area 

Commission 
Friends of Westgate 

Park 
Westgate Neighbors 

Association 
and others 
 

Business Partnerships 
Schoedinger Hilltop 

Chapel 
Hennessy Landscaping 
Gearhart’s Hardware 
Donato’s 
Spears Funeral Home 
and others 
 

Government 
Partnerships 

City of Columbus 
– City Council 
–  Forestry Division 
–  Keep Columbus 

Beautiful 
and others 
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Beautification  
Hilltop Neighborhood Park 
West Broad Street Planters 
Tree & Flower Plantings 

Activism 
Community Volunteers 
Business & Organization Partnerships 
Government Partnerships 

Clean Ups 
Operation Hilltop Cleanup 
Together Against Graffiti (TAG) Team 
Lechner Avenue Traffic Calming 

Elements 
Earth Day Cleanups 
West Broad Street Cleanups 

Recognition 
Annual Beautification Awards 
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Gary L. Baker, II, President 
John Lowry, Vice President 
Marilyn Zimmerman, Treasurer 
Judy Manley, Secretary 
Lisa Grazier 
Sue Laughlin 

Barbara Lowry 
State Representative Dan 

Stewart 
Rachel Upton 
Andrea Stockel-Wills 
Danielle Weber 

$%%&�*����������������� $%%,�*����������������  

Gary L. Baker, II, President 
John Lowry, Vice President 
Marilyn Zimmerman, Treasurer 
Judy Manley, Secretary 
Lisa Grazier 
Sue Laughlin 
 
 

Barbara Lowry 
State Representative Dan Stewart 
Andrea Stockel-Wills 
State Senator Steve Stivers 
Danielle Weber 
Diane Wendel Baker 

Friends of the Hilltop is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All donations are tax exempt to the fullest extent of the law. Volunteers make it happen! 
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The Twelfth Annual Residential and 
Commercial Beautification Awards were 
presented at an August 10, 2008 
ceremony held at Westgate Park.  

The awards recognized 84 
individuals and 12 businesses that made 
a difference in the Hilltop through their 
special efforts to beautify our community 
with attractive and well-maintained 

landscaping.  
Prizes were voted on by the honorees 

and awarded at the event. 
The 2008 sponsors were Schoedinger 

Hilltop Chapel, State Rep. Dan Stewart, 
Hennessy’s Landscaping, Gearhart’s 
Hardware, Spears Funeral Home, and 
Donatos Pizza.  

Committee Chair: John Lowry 

                                                                           �����0��+� ��	�1�2                                           Friends of the Hilltop 

Income 

Expense 

Programs: 74% 

Insurance: 12% 

Admin.: 14% 

Donations: 77% 

Membership Dues: 7% 

Grants: 16% 



2008 Annual Report                                           �����0��+� ��	�1�2  
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The Hilltop YMCA entry 
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The Together Against Graffiti (T.A.G.) 
Team was an exciting new addition to the 
services Friends of the Hilltop offered in 
2008. 

With generous contributions from the 
Hilltop Business Association, Westgate 
Neighbors Association, Schoedinger Hilltop 
Chapel, David Horn, and several other local 
residents, Friends of the Hilltop was able to 
purchase a power washer and 
special graffiti removal supplies, 

including a special cleaning agent that was 
$80 per gallon. 

In just six months, the T.A.G. Team held 
four graffiti-removal events at multiple 
commercial and residential properties.  

The activities included washing away or 
painting over graffiti, weeding, and picking 
up trash in the surrounding areas. 

Committee Chair: Courtney Dekle 

The volunteers of the Beautification 
Committee were very busy in 2008, working 
on several large projects. Together, many 
flowers were planted, many weeds pulled, and 
much garbage was collected. 

·      Hilltop Neighborhood Park: Friends 
continued our work on the pocket park at 2105 
West Broad Street. Annuals and perennials 
were planted and cared for, and the grass was 
mowed regularly. The park is a visual gateway 
welcoming visitors to the Hilltop and 
providing an appealing green space in the 
urban area 

·      West Broad Street Planters: Wave 

petunias, lysimachia and calibrachoa were 
planted in the eighteen decorative planters 
along West Broad Street. The planters provide 
a visual sense of unity along one of the 
Hilltop’s main thoroughfares. Schoedinger 
Hilltop Chapel, FasLube (#3), Beck & Orr, 
Hoge Memorial Presbyterian Church, Hillcrest 
Baptist Church, and Haldeman Dry Cleaners 
adopted planters. 

·      Lechner Avenue Traffic Calming 
Elements: Friends cleaned and weeded and 
planted many perennials in the bump outs on 
Lechner Avenue.  

Committee Chair: John Lowry 
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David Horn, Chris Dekle, 
Courtney Dekle (Committee 
Chair), Gary L. Baker, II,  
Jim Shelton, Sue Laughlin 

 ��!�
����������*��
���3��������������'�
�����
��  

:���
��������!��(�������
�������������
������������ 2 
Friends of the Hilltop continued our 

partnership with Keep Columbus 
Beautiful through our Operation Hilltop 
Cleanup program.  

The goal of the program was to 
attack blighted, high-profile areas on the 
Hilltop to clean up litter, collect 

recyclables, and weed and trim as 
necessary. 

Operation Hilltop Cleanup hosted 
several cleanups in 2008, including: 
along the Camp Chase Railroad 
Overpass at West Broad Street near 
Wilson Road, along West Broad Street, 

Glenwood Park, Holton, and West High 
School.  

In 2008, Operation Hilltop Cleanup 
removed over a ton of trash and debris 
from the Hilltop area. 

Committee Chair: Sue Laughlin 

Friends of the Hilltop is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Together we are making a difference! 
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Please return this form to us to let us know how you would like to help Friends of the Hilltop grow in 2009. 
                                                                      

�  :���
�����
�):���
�����
�):���
�����
�):���
�����
�)     (check all that apply)                   
I am interested in volunteering, please contact me about:  
�  planting flowers 
�  weeding         
�  cleanups 
�  watering the planters 
�  graffiti removal          
�  helping with the home & garden tour 
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The Friends of the Hilltop open board meetings are on the second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Hilltop 
Library, 511 South Hague Avenue. We do not meet in January, July or December. Active members of Friends of the 
Hilltop have full voting privileges at all board meetings.   

��� � �������
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Adopt a Planter  Flower planters along West Broad Street help create a sense of unity in the Hilltop, as well as visually improving the look of 

this major thoroughfare. 
�� Geranium -------------------------------------------- $50 

When you participate in the Adopt a Planter program at the Geranium level, you will receive an official adoption certificate suitable for 
framing and hanging in your business or home. You will also be listed in the program for the 2008 Friends of the Hilltop Twelfth 
Annual Beautification Awards ceremony.  

�� Lily ---------------------------------------------- -----$150 
When you participate in the Adopt a Planter program at the Lily level, you will receive the items listed at the Geranium level plus an 
official adoption certificate beautifully framed and suitable for hanging in your business or home. 

�� Rose --------------------------------------------------$300 
When you participate in the Adopt a Planter program at the Rose level, you will receive the items listed at the Lily and Geranium levels 
plus a plaque will be affixed to your planter in acknowledgement. 

Adopt a Park  The Hilltop Neighborhood Park, located at 2105 West Broad Street, is a visual gateway welcoming visitors to the Hilltop and 
providing an appealing green space in the urban area. 

�� Spirea ------------------------------------------------ $75 
At the Spirea level, you will receive an official adoption certificate suitable for framing and hanging in your business or home. You will 
also be listed in the program for the 2008 Friends of the Hilltop Twelfth Annual Beautification Awards ceremony. 

�� Burning Bush ---------------------------------------$200 
At the Burning Bush level, you will receive the items listed at the Spirea level plus an official adoption certificate beautifully framed 
and suitable for hanging in your business or home.  

�� Canadian Hemlock --------------------------------$500 
At the Canadian Hemlock level, you will receive the items listed at the Burning Bush and Spirea levels plus an engraved paver will be 
placed in the Hilltop Neighborhood Park in acknowledgement.  

�  -���	���
����0�������3���	�������������
�)-���	���
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�)-���	���
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�)-���	���
����0�������3���	�������������
�)� �������                               
Gift Membership recipients receive a special gift recognition certificate along with their membership card.             
                           
Name:                                                                                 Phone Number:                                                      

Address:                                                                              Email Address:                                                       

                                                                                                           
Membership Type & Annual Dues (check one):                �  Family ($15)              �  Individual ($10) 

�  *�����
�*�����
�*�����
�*�����
�������3��;1�����
�����/
��������
)������3��;1�����
�����/
��������
)������3��;1�����
�����/
��������
)������3��;1�����
�����/
��������
)         
�  Yes, I want to join Friends of the Hilltop!              
�  Yes, I want to renew my membership! 
�  I have updates for my current membership           

                                    
Name:                                                                                 Phone Number:                                                      

Address:                                                                              Email Address:                                                       
                                                                                                                                           

Membership Type & Annual Dues (check one):        �  Family/Group ($15)         �  Individual ($10)             �  Corporate ($25) 

Please return this completed form with your check made payable to Friends of the Hilltop 
to Friends of the Hilltop, Post Office Box 44435, Columbus, Ohio 43204, Hilltop, USA 

�����0��+�+��	�1�2�
�  #�
���
�)#�
���
�)#�
���
�)#�
���
�)              (check all that apply)                    

�  perennial cuttings from my garden      �
�  top soil           
�  annuals or perennials for the park or planters   
�  mulch 
�  paint for graffiti removal  
�  money: $________ 


